[Occult sacral meningocele--a diagnostic challenge].
Occult sacral meningoceles are a rare causative factor for neural claudication or radiculopathy. Facet joint cysts in the lumbar spine causing similar symptoms are much more frequent. We report the case of a patient with the radiological diagnosis of a facet joint cyst causing neural claudication. During surgery an occult sacral meningocele was diagnosed. In the literature there are only few cases reported. Hence, the findings and important differential diagnoses of cystic epidural lesions in the lumbar spine are discussed.